Benton Irrigation District

Office of the Board of Directors

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes


June 8, 2026
The Benton Irrigation District’s (BID), Board of Directors (BOD) meeting was held at the District office on Highland Road in Benton City, WA beginning at 8 am.
In Attendance: President Bob Buoy, Director Jeff Tarr, Director Steven Stewart, Operations Manager Jason Blanchard, Office Manager Dianne Andrews
Visitors: none
1. May 27, 2026, Meeting Minutes
A motion was made to approve. All in favor. Approved.
2. Operation/Maintenance Vouchers:

	Voucher – Elan
	206.34

	Warrant 2026-11
	$71,536.89

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Total
	$71,743.23


Motion to approve the above-referenced warrants and voucher, all in favor. Approved. 
3. Visitor Concerns:

· none
4. Administrative Report:
· Assessments received: MTD $550, YTD $1,230,132.20, or 93%
Investment income received this year: $49,688
Misc. Income & rent this month: $815.76

· Resolution 2026-3: Move $65,000 from the Rate Stabilization Fund to the M&O as per the 1.25 Coverage requirement for the Bonds. Approved

· PEBB: We qualify to join the PEBB insurance program. It includes medical, dental, vision, Long-term Disability, and Life & Accidental Death Insurance.

· Premiums for employees range from $1,093-$1,267/month per employee depending on which of the 9 plans they choose

· BID could decide what % of that BID pays and the employee pays

· Currently BID pays $450.month per full-time employee, or $10,800 per year. This would increase to $30,577-$34,399 depending on what % BID covers of the cost. 

· Board will reconsider in November/December

· Resolution 2026-4: Remove 2.81 acres of water from Smart Storage. Approved.

· Request from DNR: Would still like more information from DNR, they need to continue researching to verify if it reverts to them or Kiona. 
5. Maintenance Report:
· Currently running at 24 cfs

· Will start doing lock out list today
· Apartment easement – have been calling the lawyer 1-2 times per week. May need to go to mitigation

· Company branded t-shirts/hats/etc: t-shits with hi-viz markings and our logo would cost roughly $377. Are looking into hats. Steve mentioned jackets would be needed for winter. Will continue to get pricing before making a decision.

· Flushing drains, cleaning vaults

· Layne Pump – continue pestering them, go in person, etc. We need to get our pump back. Start looking for alternatives for either the repair or the crane ability. 

6. Executive Session: none
Director Jeff Tarr moved to adjourn the meeting, all in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 am
Director    ___________________

Director    ___________________
Director    ___________________

