Benton Irrigation District

Office of the Board of Directors

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes


May 27, 2026
The Benton Irrigation District’s (BID), Board of Directors (BOD) meeting was held at the District office on Highland Road in Benton City, WA beginning at 8 am.
In Attendance: President Bob Buoy, Director Jeff Tarr, Director Steven Stewart, Operations Manager Jason Blanchard, Office Manager Dianne Andrews
Visitors: none
1. May 11, 2026, Meeting Minutes
A motion was made to approve. All in favor. Approved.
2. Operation/Maintenance Vouchers:

	Warrant 2026-10
	$7,698.38

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Total
	$7,698.38


Motion to approve the above-referenced warrants and voucher, all in favor. Approved. 
3. Visitor Concerns:

· none
4. Administrative Report:
· Assessments received: MTD $31,495.20, YTD $1,221,690.80, or 93%
Investment income received this year: $49,688
Misc. Income & rent this month: $25,958.99

· PEBB: We qualify to join the PEBB insurance program. It includes medical, dental, vision, Long-term Disability, and Life & Accidental Death Insurance.

· Premiums for employees range from $1,093-$1,267/month per employee depending on which of the 9 plans they choose

· BID could decide what % of that BID pays and the employee pays

· If we join, you would be required to cover Dianne at the same % as the full-time employees

· Our current plan covers medical & dental only. The cost is $490-750/month per employee of which BID pays $450

· Board requested more information on total annual costs and will discuss again at the next meeting. 

· Request from DNR: We are the owners of record for a strip of land along the abandoned rail bed along the river. DNR states that when the railroad was abandoned, the land should have reverted to them. Instead, it was transferred to the Riley’s, then transferred to us. DNR would like the land back. We do not use the land for anything; we simply need an easement as our pipe is underneath. Is it ok for DNR to prepare paperwork to transfer the land back to them? We pay approximately $14/year in property tax for the parcel. Board deferred decision until next meeting. Bob thinks the property should actually revert to Kiona. Riley has been an issue for years regarding access. Will hold off on giving to DNR. 
· Budget vs Actual – on track.
· Roberts would like more water. Smart Storage would like to reduce their water. Board gave permission to move Smart Storage’s water to Roberts at the annual BOE meeting.

5. Maintenance Report:
· Currently running at 23.4 cfs

· Power outage over the weekend. Was able to show Ken how to do everything to restart.
· Homeowner was digging and dug up a part of our line. Found part of the line wasn’t even glued. Took the opportunity to fix and move his delivery above ground. Will still need to bill him for part of the repairs.

· Layne Pump – Pump #4 was taken apart and got sent it out for honing. Are just waiting on the bushings. OIE pump had rocks in it. It is fixed but also waiting on bushings. 

· Talked to lawyer regarding the apartments and our easement – he is waiting to hear from the Title company to find the original easements. The electrical boxes don’t show in the plans at all.

· RPS is running well. Amiads were getting clogged while KID had their shut down, but it’s better now. Star grass isn’t a problem yet this year. ½” nozzles are moving the water really well, possibly too much. Could change them next year to one up, one down, and/or add eductors. 

· Vaults – going through the list and staying on top of them. Also cleaning up the descriptions in the GIS of locations. 

6. Executive Session: none
Director Jeff Tarr moved to adjourn the meeting, all in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 am
Director    ___________________

Director    ___________________
Director    ___________________

