Benton Irrigation District

Office of the Board of Directors

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes


October 27, 2025
The Benton Irrigation District’s (BID), Board of Directors (BOD) meeting was held at the District office on Highland Road in Benton City, WA beginning at 8 am.
In Attendance: Chairman Robert Buoy, Director Jeff Tarr, Operations Manager Jason Blanchard, Office Manager Dianne Andrews
Visitors: none
1. October 13, 2025, Meeting Minutes
A motion was made to approve. All in favor. Approved.
2. Operation/Maintenance Vouchers:

	Warrant 2025-28
	$29,098.84

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Total
	$29,098.84


Motion to approve the above-referenced warrants and voucher, all in favor. Approved. 
3. Visitor Concerns:

· none
4. Administrative Report:
· Assessments received: MTD $2k, YTD $1,268k, or 97%
Investment income received this month: $13k
Misc. Income & rent this month: $1k

· Received a notice from Benton REA that rates will be rising up to 10% next year.

· 2026 Budget – 

· Assumes we have 4 employees, does not include increased Benton REA rates. 

· Have included more of the Investment interest in the budget and Misc. Income (repairs, lockout fees, etc.) to keep the rate increase as low as possible. This does reduce our “slush fund” for budget overages though. 

· Line items highlighted in blue have the most significant changes from 2025

· A motion was made to allow only 1 Board member signature on checks while Bob is out of town in early November. Motion was seconded and Approved. 

5. Maintenance Report:
· 11/19-20 – Maintenance employees will all be at Pesticide certification classes
· Intake cleanout is currently happening. Have opened every fish screen and cleaned every jet, replacing gaskets, etc. 20-25% of jets had pvc shavings in them. Going to check and replace links as needed on fish screens. 

· Ordering replacement solenoids to have on hand. 

· Opening drains, blowoffs, vaults, etc. 

· Treating for clams – will be adding some sections this year. 

· Williams/Whan repair – need to get it done in November if at all possible

· RPS is getting pumped out today

· Will remove the 1/8” jet nozzles from the valves to increase volume next year. Also plan to pump from the high side. Both to help reduce star grass accumulation.

· Vault lid hinges – going to be an issue welding them on as they are aluminum. All vault lids are different as well. Going to order a few to test and try out option. 

· Need to get a written warranty on Pump #4. 

6. Executive Session: none
Director Jeff Tarr moved to adjourn the meeting, all in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 am
Director    ___________________

Director    ___________________
Director    ___________________

