Benton Irrigation District

Office of the Board of Directors

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes


October 13, 2025
The Benton Irrigation District’s (BID), Board of Directors (BOD) meeting was held at the District office on Highland Road in Benton City, WA beginning at 8 am.
In Attendance: Chairman Robert Buoy, Director Jeff Tarr, Operations Manager Jason Blanchard, Office Manager Dianne Andrews
Visitors: Ziply Fiber, Crown Utilities
1. September 29, 2025, Meeting Minutes
A motion was made to approve. All in favor. Approved.
2. Operation/Maintenance Vouchers:

	Warrant 2025-27
	$112,391.34

	Voucher – Elan
	$4,464.57

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Total
	$116,855.91


Motion to approve the above-referenced warrants and voucher, all in favor. Approved. 
3. Visitor Concerns:

· Ziply Fiber is running fiber cables in District parallel to and crossing our lines. They would like 18” depth. Jason suggested 4’ depth, but after discussion agreed to 18” as long as it’s not directly on top of our lines (2 feet away is ideal). Ziply will pothole where needed. BID requested Certificates of Liability from Ziply and their subs. BID will have our attorney review them. Project should take a few weeks.  
4. Administrative Report:
· Assessments received: MTD $0k, YTD $1,266k, or 97%
Investment income received this month: $0k
Misc. Income & rent this month: $0k

· Smart Storage – would like to reduce from 3.81 acres to 1 acres of water. We have sold extra water, but as we are still not fully allocated, Bob says to tell them to ask again next year. 
· Budget vs. actual – We are starting to go over budget in fuel and payroll (due to 4th employee), repairs (includes Ed, pumping out RPS) and electricity. The overall budget is still ok for now due to receiving investment interest. Will likely need to raise rates for 2026.

5. Maintenance Report:
· Shut down was October 6 due to Curtailment Order from the Department of Ecology
· Pump #4 – repaired and replaced bearing. No longer leaking. Purchased extra bearings but haven’t received them yet. 

· Motor #2 – making an odd noise and changing speeds. Layne Pump suggested reconditioning it. 

· Working on sealing up pump station 

· Clearing weeds and adding a trench and perf pipe along RPS driveway for drainage. Will add gravel as well. 

· October 27 is final clean out of RPS. Getting preliminary cleaning done now. 

· Oil – We thought our oil was food grade, but it appears not to be. We need food grade for if we have leaks and the oil gets into the river. Jason found and tested a food grade one and it worked well. Switching out would cost about $3.5-5K. Will look into it more.

· Public Works wants to change their delivery to 2” for the new splash pads. Advised them that that will not actually change their allotment of water and may actually reduce flow. Will look into ways to get them more water, ie. Take from other city properties, lease them extra, etc. 

· Anti-star grass plan – need to come up with one or more plans and run them by Anderson Perry. Should have at least something in place for next year even if a larger fix may take longer. Opening baffles, adding air, changing nozzles, etc.
6. Executive Session: 9-9:30 Paid Time Off policies
Director Jeff Tarr moved to adjourn the meeting, all in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 am
Director    ___________________

Director    ___________________
Director    ___________________

