BENTON IRRIGATION DISTRICT

Office of the Board of Director’s

P.O. Box 626

Benton City, WA 99320

Phone:  509-588-4396 
PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES

February 09, 2010
The Benton Irrigation District’s (BID), Board of Directors (Board) Tuesday pm meeting was held at the District Office on Highland road in Benton City, WA beginning at 3:02 pm.
In Attendance:  Chairman Shawn Gay, Director Robert Buoy,  Foreman Ed Mitchell,  Administrative Assistant Evelyn Creighton, Water Users: Pete Haugland, Carl Shahan, Olando Halvorson, Sam Meacham, Ray Warner, Horace Dodson, Jim Skinner, Paul Christensen – Oasis Water, Tonya Garberg, Jeff Smyth &Matt Steiner – Sapere.
AGENDA
  Minutes of Jan 25 approved as corrected by Director Buoy, second by Chairman Gay. 
NEW BUSINESS
 
1.  Operation/Maintenance Voucher’s – 0007-0009 $6,115.38 
   
     Pressurized System Checks 


1565
Banner Bank

$    2,461.95

SF270-10





1566
Sapere


 $ 33,754.50


1567
Cowan


      1,388.00


1568
Anderston/Perry
    56,411.07
 


1569
Emery & Sons

  295,618.78

 

1570
BID


      3,143.91


TOTAL


$390,316.26

     Motion for approval by Director Buoy, second by Chairman Gay.
2.  Administrative Assistant Report

· Resolution 2010-02 presented.  Motion for approval by chairman Gay, second by Director Buoy.
· Our billings were mailed requesting users to remit to Benton County Treasurer.  Change was apparently made when Will made changes to billing program.  
3.  Maintenance Report

· Presented quote from Dell to replace Evelyn’s computer for approximately $1200.00.  Attempted to contact Hewlett Packard was unable to get sales service.  Directors will review.

· Questioned whether parcel 1-2506-400-0008-000 is actually in our district.  We have previously billed this parcel.  More research is required.

· Deliveries 2 inch and above will be above ground, with valves above ground so we can install locks, was formally listed as below ground, 2 inch and smaller will be below ground.  We will not hook up lines for customers, Sunnyside stubs off for users.  Both Sunnyside and Roza are mostly above ground.
· Do we want 45 or 90 degree delivery - Consult with Robin.

· Kathy to return to work February 22nd, burning to begin following week.

 4.  Status of Gate 8 – Soil erosion on hill where siphon is located.  Board has requested Robin with Anderson Perry, to furnish specs for repair.  When specs are received we will put out for bid.
5.  County Commissioners – County Commissioners have received procedures for replacing director position from Maeleena.  The County will advertise for the position (probably this week-end).  Interested parties will apply to the commissioners who will then interview and make a selection.

6.  SVID – The Directors met with Sunnyside this morning regarding transition of water usage.  We are to pay full amount of Sunnyside’s billing then meet with Sunnyside in September to make any necessary adjustment.

7.  Paul Christensen – Oasis Water Co.  Apollo is in the process of digging lines on Williams Road that borders Breeze N Estates, Paul stated a couple of Oasis water meters were exposed and he had install 2 meters.   The Board told Paul they were concerned he may hold up Apollo, which is on a tight schedule.  Paul stated it was a one time installation and that it would not occur again.   The district will advise Paul by letter that it is his responsibility to inform Apollo of pipe sites and to fix all breaks.   
8.  Pete Haugland, Carl Shahan, Orlando Halvorson, Sam Meacham, Ray Warner, Horace Dodson, Jim Skinner – 
· Stated they were told by Jeff Smyth at a public meeting they would not be charged for electrical expenses until they received water from the pressurized system, and were paying for electricity twice since there will still be a need to run their personal pumps.  They also stated they were told only 1 pump would be used in initial startup.   Were told cost needed to be distributed over entire district but would be considered for 2011
· Group questioned why we had a variable loan at Banner Bank.  Were told if loan was locked in we would pay interest on the full amount of loan even though funds were needed in increments.  Currently the district plans are to change to bonds at completion, or if market goes up we will change to bonds.  

· Asked what we estimated assessments to be next year and were told we would have a better idea of cost of water in July.

· Work on the pressurized system throughout the summer will not affect farmers availability of water, as Apollo will work around this issue.
· Asked about possibility of 2 payments and told the district could not run on 2 payment system as people tend to not pay 2nd half payment until following year.

· Patrons were told if more that 1 delivery was requested it was at owners cost.  Parcels can be consolidated but if that occurs they would have only 1 delivery.

· Anderson/Perry will soon be looking at these parcels as they are still in the design stage and any changes need to be made ASAP.

· Pete Haugland stated he did not receive his allotted water and he had cleaned out our boxes.  Pete was told to call the water line if he has future problems and if they are not resolved to come to a board meeting.

· Patrons were told input was appreciated and encouraged to continue attending meetings.

Sapere –  SF270 – 10 Board questions:

· BREA will spend $133,000 at river pump station, $98,000 is for transformers at the pump station which will cover the entire project, the remaining $35,000 is for design and field work.

· Work for phase 1 at pump station almost complete.
· BREA is aware work on sub station will begin in 2 years, Jeff to confirm cost.

· Jeff stated they had not originally intended to work with easements.  He stated Anderson Perry identifies easements but does not discuss with patrons.  (BID has spoke with patrons that Anderson Perry has discussed easement placement.)  Sapere gets signatures for easements.  Jeff stated that between Anderson Perry and Sapere this takes between 8 – 10 hours per easement with an approximate cost of $1,000 per easement.  Sapere has made 5 easement changes and were told that all future changes or considerations must come to the board, who will then contact Cowan.

· Cowan has not responded to request for information on Seitz appraisal.

· Question regarding AP fee for choosing sub contractor.  Matt thought it was part of Anderson Perry bid to assist in sub contractor hiring.  Anderson Perry said it was not part of scope and Robin spent considerable time evaluating and awarding contract.  
· Anderson Perry has new line item for public meetings.

· Sapere signed contract with Columbia Historical Society without board approval 
· to complete archeology work on 4 mile phase – estimated cost and project not proceeding as Marissa had estimated.  Sapere told in future the District will award all contracts.  Columbia Historical Society bid was higher than 2 bids.  Board to review Marissa’s comments and award bid at next board meeting.  
· Apollo $180,000 billing is stored materials of base bid.  Contractor is responsible for pipe until it is in the ground then it reverts to the district.
· Directors not ready to pay alternative A - Apollo has not completed stormwater agreement.

· Construction status meeting is 02/10 at 10:00am – meetings are every other Wednesday.
· Cultural materials found.  Yakama observer gave go ahead with back fill. A policy is now in effect that project must be stopped until an archeologist is on scene to make decision.

· The district states it will write an agreement regarding Apollo’s compliance and responsibility of dirt storage.
· Marissa would not sign Apollo’s stormwater plan.  It would go from her to ecology. 
· Verizon must be paid in advance to relocate existing Verizon telephone cable along Williams Rd.  SF270 10 will be amended and Matt will complete SF270 11 .  Director Buoy stated he would not be available to sign check to pay but made a resolution the payment could be made with signature of Chairman Gay.
· All change orders from Apollo must  come thru Anderson Perry and attorney.  Amy’s recent letter will be sent to Cowan for review.

· Anderson Perry task 2010 was presented for review.

· Sapere Tasks for 2010 not submitted, should receive Friday.

· Need to send letter to land owner stating weir box at end of Whan Road need to be removed.   We will not be removing other boxes. 

· Chairman Gay requested a tentative workshop Feb 23rd with Robin.

· Tentative early March meeting with those first of phase 1.

· Kim Pietrok to research audit needs.
· SF270-10 presented to Board



Sapere


$   43,100.35



BREA


     42,528.64



Anderson/Perry
   187,070.49



Emery & Sons

1,192,040.91



Apollo


   180,353.53



BID


       4,249.87



Verizon

     10,225.68




TOTAL
$1,659,569,47

SF270-10 will be amended as Verizon $10,225.68 must be paid ASAP.  Two new           SF270’s will follow.


Meeting adjourned at 7:00pm
            Shawn Gay, Chairman
  ____________________________

Robert W Buoy, Director         ____________________________


Evelyn Creighton, Admin Asst_____________________________
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