BENTON IRRIGATION DISTRICT

Office of the Board of Director’s

P.O. Box 626

Benton City, WA 99320

Phone:  509-588-4396 
PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES

May 11, 2010
The Benton Irrigation District’s (BID), Board of Directors (Board) Monday meeting was held at the District Shop on Highland road in Benton City, WA beginning at 3:00PM.
In Attendance:  Chairman Shawn Gay, Director Robert Buoy, Director Melissa Glodo, Foreman Ed Mitchell, Administrative Assistant Ivy Christian, Matt Steiner, Mathew Eppelsheimer- Sapere,  water users Nora Davis, Mary Simpson, William Tullock, Pete Haugland, Tonya Garberg, Jeff Lunden, general irrigation concerns. Kim Pietrok BID Accountant, Joe Reid       Christenson King PC representative.
AGENDA
1.   April 21st minutes approved by Director Glodo, Director Buoy second. May 6th minutes approved by Director Buoy, second by Director Glodo. April 26th, 2010 approved as corrected by Director Buoy, second by Director Glodo.
NEW BUSINESS
 
2.  Operation/Maintenance Voucher’s- 0033/34 $9,957.89 Reviewed by Chairman Gay
  Director Glodo moved to accept the vouchers, Director Buoy second.

     Pressurized system invoices presented SF 270-3





Sapere


$ 30,477.10

            Cowan


     $ 869.39


Anderson Perry          $ 205,004.57
                     TOTAL 
            $236,351.06
 
 
3.  Administration Assistance Report – Administrative Assistant Ivy Christian presented a letter from Gail Walters about a discount on water for people on disability to Chairman Gay. He suggested that it should be researched as to what other irrigation districts do. Tonya stated that it hasn’t been granted before. Chairman Gay said to respond to letter, but talk to BID council Cowan. Also presented an assessment that was sent late with a note demanding an audit demand. Chairman Gay advised send the check back not paid in full and asks for more information on the audit demand.
4. Open House May 22nd 2010 from 11:00AM-3:00PM of the new Pump Station. Director Glodo had concerns about foot traffic waiting for the shuttle bus and said the Highland address was the best location for safety.  Emery and Son’s has a large van, director Glodo to check on the avalalability of a driver with a CDL. Director Glodo had researched having post cards made to send out to the water users as the most cost effective way to advertise. It was $55.00 for 1000 post cards or $65.00 for 2500 post cards. The board agreed on 2500. Tonya wanted to know if there would be postage and yes there will be .28 cents postage as opposed to .44 cents postage on an envelope. Robin said the tour would take about 10 minutes. Show the screens, and pump. Possibly use a child gate to the front door so people could see the control room without being in the room.  
5. Maintenance Report. Foreman Mitchell said they were getting 34CFS on the open system, 1400GPM on line 1 and 1800 GPM on Williams. They have been mowing and spraying. Had the fallen tree removed at the rental house and waiting on bids to fix the chain link fence that was damaged by the tree. They alternated pumps on Monday May 10th for possible warranty issues. Vandalism done with paintball guns is fixed and the fence is up now. 
6. Theresa with the Bureau of Reclamation would like to be able to log into the BID website to view status so they can go to the next step. Needs Board approval, and they would like more information.

7. Tonya would like to know who is Ed’s back up at the Pump Station. Ed said he is training Rick. She also said she had low water and claimed that she left a message on the water line, Ed and Kathy did not return her calls. Ed has found she did not leave a message.  Chairman Gay asked if there was a way to maximize the water in the ditch, Ed said it could cause possible spillage. Director Buoy stated that to use more water we would be charged at the end of the year. 
8. Joe Reid and Kim Pietrok did the audit presentation. Christenson and King PC did the audit. They gathered evidence to insure the balances. Joe then explained the financial report.
9. William Tullock came to represent his son (Shawn Tullock). His son has 13 acres on 46712 N 9th St. in Benton City he bought 10 years ago. He thought he would be able to get water once the Pressurized System was in. He would like to know 1. Can he and 2. How much will it cost? Discussion on where the property is at. Mr. Tullock had no parcel #. BID would need to research the property and then get with the Board of Equalization. Mr.Tullocks contact information: 
35200 Whitney Herford, OR 97837. He has POA for Shawn. He wishes to have the information sent to him and not his son. Ed will check the map and present his findings at the next Board meeting.
10. Nora Davis 1000 Chris Ave and Mary Simpson 1002 Chris Ave, came with pictures of their flooding problem do to irrigation pipes breaking. It covered up brand new white rock and sunk all the gravel into the dirt. April 25th was the first break and the second about 4 days later. Nora would like one dump truck of gravel, and Mary just wants her white rock removed because her husband is 78 and can’t shovel the gravel. Director Glodo made a motion to clean up the mess and Director Buoy second. Ed will get on it this week.
11. Tonya had questions on the BID Banner Bank financial Statement that she printed off the internet. She requested her name be taken OFF the account.
12. Benton Conservation District-Mary Appel and Mark Nielson, to discuss the restoration of Shane Markel’s property. They have 2 Grants to help with property near salmon bearing streams. 75% paid by the Conservation District for plants, fabric ect. 25% is the landowner share usually for the crew. The land owner can help will count as hours “in kind”. Director Glodo said it may be a good idea to contact the horticulture club at the local schools or even the Boy Scouts for help also. They need to work with BID to see if we are responsible for the re-vegetation. Per Matt –Sapere- this needs to be done by Oct 15th, 2010. Starting construction at the end of September, Robin needs to know form the Conservation District how the slopes need to be. Robin said Anderson Perry can do whatever is needed. Matt said the Department of Ecology wants to see a plan. Job order needs to be submitted. BID needs to be in on the plan as well. The Conservation District said it may be a bit more expensive because of the time of year. Might need to do some hydro seeding for erosion control. Possible cost may be a few thousand. They will work with Shane and they will bring the project to the BID Board. Marissa at Sapere wishes to see the design also.

13. Matt Sapere- Corral Creek SEPA & JARPA was submitted April 26th 2010, planning Department has received it, they have 30 days. BPA storage SEPA was approved. The Ecology Department has questions on the Notice of Intent for June 1st. The Storm Water Provision plan is outstanding needs to be in hand by the end of the week. Matt will double check on the Archeological report. Warren Hurley just sent comments back today to the Archeologist. Some comments on 80 weer boxes needs to be consolidated somehow, possibly down to 15. He doesn’t know when he will get the revised reports, Bureau of Reclamation still has to approve them. This cutting the time line short. Robin would like to know what steps they will take, Matt is not sure. Easement up date: 15 easements outstanding, Goldman, Kelly, Harrington. Forsnes is concerned about the fee to connect to water. Stephens wants to re-align the easement. McCray wants BID to always be responsible for restoration whenever the easement is used and the easement would be on part of his pavement. BID needs to be specific on easement language, and review previous easements. BID should go through minutes to find easement divisions. Matt recommended talking to the concerned landowners. BPA easement- they have 90 days internally to review. May have to do an archeological survey. Robin asked if they would give a “right of entry” if BPA hasn’t granted the easement. Matt presented the revised Baseline Draft. Director Buoy has concerns with Sapere about the presentations to the Bureau of Reclamation. Director Buoy is concerned about the discrepancies in Sapere’s revised Baseline Draft. Board accepted the revised Baseline Draft. 

14. Rafeal Zepeda parcel # 1-1897-203-004-010, has water concerns on his property. He has 3.3 acres on Mason Drive and would like a “T” installed instead of shared water. Ed and Kathy need to check on delivery. He also contested the penalty on his 2010 assessment. He changed his address last year for a P.O. Box to Mason drive, but it was never changed in the system so he didn’t receive his assessment. The board agreed to waive the penalty. 

15. Director Buoy made a resolution to move $40,000 out of the Maintance & Operating fund to put into the Construction Bond Guarantee Fund for payment of interest on the Banner Bank line of credit for the Pressurized System Project. Director Glodo second.

Chairman Gay moved to close the meeting, Director Glodo second. Meeting adjourned at 6:25PM.

Shawn Gay, Chairman        ___________________________


Robert Buoy, Director         ____________________________


Melissa Glodo, Director       ____________________________


Ivy Christian, Admin Asst_____________________________
