BENTON IRRIGATION DISTRICT

Office of the Board of Director’s

P.O. Box 626

Benton City, WA 99320

Phone:  509-588-4396 
PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES

March 09, 2010
The Benton Irrigation District’s (BID), Board of Directors (Board) Tuesday pm meeting was held at the District Office on Highland road in Benton City, WA beginning at 3:00 pm.
In Attendance:  Chairman Shawn Gay, Director Robert Buoy, Foreman Ed Mitchell,  Administrative Assistant Evelyn Creighton, Water Users: Pete Haugland, Horace Dodson, Jim Perkins, Tonya Garberg,Bob Smith, David Nye, Melisssa Glodo, Corlet Thornton, Edward Schab, Anderson Perry – Robin Harris, Brett Moore, BPA – Lila Black, Sapere – Matt Steiner.
AGENDA  
Minutes of Feb 22, 2010 approved as corrected by Director Buoy, second by Chairman Gay. 
NEW BUSINESS
 
1.  Operation/Maintenance Voucher’s – 0012-0016 $17,414.24
   
     Pressurized System Checks  SF270 12

1572
Sapere


$    43,100.35

1573
BREA


      42,528.64

            

1574
Anderson/Perry
    187,070.49

1575
Apollo


    180,353.53
   

1576
Emery & Sons

 1,192.040.91

1577
BID


        4,249.87    


TOTAL
           $1,649,343.79
     Motion for approval by Director Buoy, second by Chairman Gay.
2.  Administrative Assistant Report

· Need a letter to Banner Bank to close two of the open accounts.
· Post BID, Construction, Apollo and Emery meeting minutes to web site.

3.  Maintenance Report

· Presented specs on portable flow meter costing $6,115.00 from Thermo Fisher. This would be a District purchase to be charged to the Pressurized System.  Director Buoy moved we open account with Thermo Fisher to purchase flow meter, second by Chairman Gay.  Board signed credit application.

· Burning & mucking on going.

· Received a phone call from Columbia Historical stating they wanted to work week-ends to check for artifacts on easement locations.  The Board agreed it is not necessary for a BID employee be present.  Ed will contact Columbia Historical giving them his cell phone number if needed.
· Hydrolox will send a representative week of March 16 to start up the fish screen, Ed to be present.

· Pump start-up is scheduled for the week of March 22.  Ed to be present while programming and vibration test are run.  Will run a 700 and 400 horse pumps this season.
· Hold Emery’s next check for Bill to pick up.

4.  Erin Walsh – No Show

5.  Pete Haugland, David Nye, Horace Dodson, Jim Perkins, Ed Schab, Coralet Thornton– Various questions and concerns.

· Questioned the fact they are required to pay pressurized system electrical expenses when they receive no benefit, as well as paying their own electrical expenses.  Jim Perkins stated Jeff Smyth had stated at a public meeting users would not pay expenses until they received delivery.  The Board responded after much consideration a decision was made to distribute the cost over the entire system.  
· David Nye stated he expected a slight increase but it appeared it would double and people would be priced out of property.  Was told cost would continue to increase.  
· Asked if our assessments are comparable with Roza, was told Roza was not pressurized but gravity flow with no pump station.  Kiona’s system, because of major flood in district, was replaced with FEMA funds at no cost to their district, our district must pay 17 ½ of cost.
· Horace Dodson stated he requested minutes of public meeting held 02/21/08.  He again was told there were no minutes kept.  Horace said that was not right and RCW’s required minutes be kept.  The Board replied this matter has discussed with our attorney, Thomas Cowan, and was told minutes were not necessary, but in the future minutes will be kept.
· Pete Haugland asked if property owners would be compensated for easements.  Was told the district will not compensate owners, if one person is compensated we would need to compensate all others and it would be the waters users who would pay the compensation.  Pipe will be laid from south side of Pete’s property to Morgan Rd, all other locations are too steep.  Pete will receive water in Phase 2.  Phase 2 work bid will be awarded this fall with construction beginning in winter.
· David Nye asked if BID would bring water to him this year thru old system when the pressurized system is coming shortly.  He feels this will be a double cost to the District.  Dave was told BID will find what phase he is in and make their decision.  Ed to contact Dave tomorrow with decision.
· Coralet Thornton questioned what would happen to electrical funds if we have excess money and was told we made an estimate of cost this year and would be estimating again next year and funds would be applied to system cost.  Next years electrical expenses will increase as more pumps will be running.  All agreed that electrical expenses will continue to increase.
· Ed Schab told he is in phase 2.

· The District will work to see that both those on the open canal and those receiving pressurized water will receive their allotment of water.

· Again Water users were thanked for their input and attendance.

6.  Lila Black -  BPA.  The draft amendment was not run through environmental people who want environmental protection agreement.  BPA needs a list of all equipment and potential equipment that may be on site.  All dirt is currently on visqueen and should be covered as well in case of rain.  All procedures are in BPA’a manual.  BPA acknowledged they had received best practices from Marissa.  BPA does not want trucks leaving mud tracks on the road.  BPA will monitor roads for mud tracks but will not monitor prevention efforts.  Robin said the entrance to road could be fixed to eliminate dirt getting on roadway.  Robin stated we need to take pictures of current piles of dirt.

7.  Gate 8 – Robin with A/P worked out specs for repair.  He stated we had 3 bids with 3 different specs.  

CDF option:

Apollo

$17,400.00 + Tax = $19,385.70

Emery & Sons
  29,700.00

Crestins

  23,400.0

Director Bouy moved we award bid to Apollo as low bidder $19,385.70, Chairman Gay made second.  Users present asked what caused the needed repair and why the District was not doing the repair work.  They were told it was caused from high winds causing an overflow which undercut bedding.  This is a 52” pipe on steep terrain, BID does not have the man power or equipment to do job.
8.  Board met with Benton County Treasurer.

a.  The county is the districts acting treasurer.

b.  The district has 5 funds. (O&M, Construction, Surplus and two reserve accounts.)

c.  Resolution to combine the two reserve funds that are not being used.   Motion for approval made by Director Buoy, second by Chairman Gay.
d.  Resolution to open a Construction bond guarantee fund made by Director Buoy second by Chairman Gay.
e.  Resolution for the county to make quarterly interest payments to Banner Bank.  Motion for approval made by Director Buoy, second by Chairman Gay.

f.  Resolution to open a Pressurized System Construction Fund thru Benton County.  Motion for approval made by Director Buoy, second by Chairman Gay.

g.  The county will pay contractor bills for pressurized system from BID vouchers.

h.  Mr Macrae easement – Met at Macrae property with Anderson/Perry – results of  meeting – agreed upon easement.
 .

9.   Bob Smith – Bob stated he had put in 160 lb test pipe on his property but Apollo has replaced with 125 lb test, he wants this in our records in case of pipe breakage.  Bob has always used heavy duty pipes to avoid future breakage from heavy equipment.  Questioned how many gallons per minute he would receive and was told 5.82 at peak and his pipes were sized to receive that quantity.   Bob said he does have system designed.
10.  The board met with Christianson and King regarding Banner Bank audit. 

· Financial audit will begin this week.  They will be looking at controls.
11.  The Board met with the Irrigation District Attorney Tom Cowan
       a.  Seitz appraisal.  Pump station site appraisal should be completed in 2 weeks.  Ed to meet        with appraiser Patrick Jordan on site 03/10/10.
       b.  Legion Heights – Was taken off our rolls in Mid 1900’s but not legally.  No one has been        able to locate papers authorizing release.  Attorney Cowan to research.  Some residents        want to be included while others do not.  Legion Heights was not included on base bid.        Anderson Perry to get cost of installation

       c.  Public Presentation meeting minutes – minutes have not been kept nor or we required to        keep them but will future meetings.

       d.  Co-ordinate with Reclamation on water use through Sunnyside and pumping station.

Old Business:
Sapere –  SF270 – 13 Presented but will be amended.  Current Cost are:


Sapere



$    45,312.93


Cowan



           964.00


Anderson Perry

    134,666.24

Emery & Sons


 1,842,752.64


BID



        5,570.21



TOTAL

$2,029,266.02

Corrected SF270 will be prepared including Apollo billing and division between grant funds.  Although Apollo was late with their billings the board agreed to pay late billing.
· Brett Moore with A/P reported Phase 1 is coming together.  Pipe lines are connected to 36 lines and will test with water next week, to locate and fix possible leaks.  Defective valves have been replaced.  
· Screen manufacturer will be here next week.  All parties will sign off dropped screen.
· Pump manufacturer will be here March 22 for test (date to be confirmed).  Pumps are in place and bolted down.  We now have power to building, parts to arrive 03/11 to complete installation.  Motors will be started up before pumps.  
· Piping and electrical installed to controls – test will take a few days.  All operational scenarios will be run thru, emergency etc.
· Clean – up will follow.
· Air conditioning unit will be installed by 4/15, if they are needed before that time the contractor will bring in temporary air conditioners.
· Emery is in charge of site until test completed.
Phase 1 Construction – Robin

· Main line should be completed mid next week, working on last line.
· Service lines are behind schedule.  Apollo now has 3 crews working.
· Whan Road has big rocks which slows project.  Apollo should make 500’ per day when out of rock.  There are also big rock at corner of Whan and Coral Creek.  Estimate 2 weeks on Whan, blasting may be required.
· Apollo expects to complete contract including testing by March 31st plus a 4 day extension.
· Robin checked services that were installed where we didn’t want them.
· Apollo has been informed to coordinate plans with Anderson Perry.  Pipes have been  installed where they should be but are facing wrong property, Apollo to correct.  Greg with Apollo to confirm work completed.  There are 5 other problems that need to be coordinated with A/P.  Ed, Roy, Don and Bill will watch pipe line installation.  Don is Bill’s backup.  Robin stated Apollo is doing good work just not asking right questions.
· Easements are staked
· Alternate A & B rocky.  A/P will tell when to begin construction.  Are locked in on base bid.
· Corral Creek crossing must be in time period.
· The Board and Robin will meet with Bureau beginning with Walt and move upward if needed.  Get $ from Walt, commitment from Bureau to be funded by November 1 for 2011 expenses.
· Feasibility study estimated pump station cost to be 3.2 million dollars, current cost will be 6.4 million dollars.
· Robin to get map for phase 2.
· Bedding and backfill- If soil is good it can be used, if not proper backfill would be crushed rock, no round rock to be used, cost has been higher than estimated but no change order.
· Easements will be restored to original condition.
· SEPA – Alternate A & B has been submitted.
Project Management

· Bureau change of scope – estimated cost to be sent to directors via e-mail.

· Apollo change order 4 – notice of delay – permitting not in place cost $3,885.90.
· Project Management transition – Tele-conference March 10.
Meeting adjourned at 6:30pm.
            Shawn Gay, Chairman
  ____________________________

Robert W Buoy, Director         ____________________________


Evelyn Creighton, Admin Asst_____________________________
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