BENTON IRRIGATION DISTRICT
Office of the Board of Director’s
P.O. Box 626
Benton City, WA 99320
Phone:  509-588-4396 

PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES
June 8, 2010

The Benton Irrigation District’s (BID), Board of Directors (Board) Monday meeting was held at the District Shop on Highland road in Benton City, WA beginning at 3:00PM.

In Attendance:  Chairman Shawn Gay, Director Robert Buoy, Director Melissa Glodo, Foreman Ed Mitchell, Administrative Assistant Ivy Johnson, Kim Pietrok CPA, Robin Harris (Anderson Perry). Water Users: Larry Worley, F.D. Day, Sandra Day, Tom Kiley.

AGENDA
1. May 24th Board Meeting Minutes Director Buoy made corrections to minutes Director Glodo moved to accept the minutes with the corrections.
 
NEW BUSINESS	
      1. Vouchers 0039-0042 for $7,497.39 were reviewed. Chairman Gay had a question on the AT&T bill as to why The District had Verizon and AT&T. Ed Mitchell will check into if we need both services. Director Glodo moved to accept the vouchers, Director Buoy second. 

      2. Administrative Report
· Water User letters for Tyrell, Forsness, McCrae and Zachara were presented for the Board of Directors signatures. The letters were for the water users concerns on giving easements. Director Buoy moved to approve the letters and sign them, Director Glodo second. 
· Mr. Harding’s letter had not been drafted due to some confusion on what exactly he wanted. Director Glodo has checked with him on his rock issue. It is now understood what he wants and the letter will be drafted.
· Ivy Johnson presented a letter to the credit card company for the Board to review so there can be a Benton Irrigation District credit card in her name to do business for the District. This will replace the card Evelyn had.
· A Wa State Water Recourses Association survey on Benton Irrigation District employee’s wages and benefits was presented to the Board to find out if The District was to participate in the survey. The Board said it did not say “mandatory” anywhere and will not participate.
· Ryan Sanderson- emails about his billing issues with his Mortgage Co. He would like his penalty and interest waived. Director Glodo moved to decline his request as this has been an ongoing issue for Mr. Sanderson for 3 years and he had not followed up to get the billing issue resolved. Chairman Gay second.

       
     3. Ed Mitchell Maintanence Report
· 36 CFS in the open canal
· 6-8 CFS at the Pump Station
· Spraying & Mowing
· Ed checked on the cost of a sea container for storing Districts old records. A 40’ was $1900.00 and the 20’ was $1900.00. He stated that a 20’ could go by the office but he wasn’t sure where the best place would be for the 40’. Director Glodo stated that it should be further away from the office in case of fire. $1,100.00 is what it would cost to have the container company put the man door in; Ed stated that kind of work could be done by District Maintenance. Director Buoy moved that we purchase the 40’ container Director Glodo second.
· Greased the motor at the Pump Station, and all the water is going through the filters.
· Got gravel on Whan Rd.
· REA had The District at 3900 HP but Ed had it corrected to 3300 HP.
· Ed is going to get with the Pump Station computer program designer to figure out how to get more useful reports from it. The reports will be specific to day and month or what is needed. This will involve Anderson Perry, the reports need to be on a spreadsheet and Robin said there will not be a change order for this.
· Follow up on Rafael Zapeda-Ed will try and catch him at home.
· Over flow ponds at Church’s-Ed had them cut the water back.
· The mold company should be out this week to inspect the mold in the bathroom.
· Ivy is to contact Cowan about the time frames on legal documents.

      4. Kim Pietrok CPA
· Audited Financial Statement was submitted to the State on May 27, 2010 and was accepted on June 2, 2010.
· Federal Govt requires an audit Circular 1A133, because of the amount of the grant money-$500,000.00. There is no set date it is about a 40hr audit. It is a yellow book audit. The State Auditors are responsible for filing with the Govt.
· Kim presented and explained the 1st Quarter Financial Statement required by Banner Bank.
· The Board will deliver the report to Dan Orr of Banner bank at the Bureau of Reclamation meeting on June 9, 2010.


      5. Robin Harris- Anderson Perry
· Robin Gave Kim Pietrok the invoices for the SF270-4.
· Discussion on tracking time for BID vs. Pressurized System, keeping it separate
· The Board would like the SF270-4 so they can have time to review it before the next Board Meeting.
· Ivy is to email Marissa (Sapere) about permit # WAR012257
· Pump Station- finishing up the punch list. Getting the computer interface going.
· Spare motors and pump bowls on the way in case of a breakdown.
· Base bid, working on the punch list.

· Robin rejected the hydro seeding bid 2 times because of the wrong grass mixture. He has gotten it straightened out.
· Robin is monitoring the reconciliation of quantities for credits.
· Robin is waiting on hearing about the “user group”. Chairman Gay commented they were supposed to get back to him and they have not.
· Power box on Williams is inspected and in need of bollards for protection.
· Smith would like more gravel. Ed should go check and see if Apollo is responsible for some of the gravel for storing their equipment.
· In 2 weeks Robin would like to sit down and discuss closure of the Base bid, and walk through the quantities and payment report. Robin will review it first.
· Stephens’s update- Robin is looking at adjacent owners for more options.
· Robin has resolved with Amy of Apollo on the quick start.
· Robin will have Ed Hibbard get a hold of Matt of Sapere on easement questions.
· Do a notice to proceed in July for Alt A. Needs easements finished and all permits done before Apollo goes to work.
· BPA is out of the Projects hands. They do their own thing with timing. The Cultural Resource Permit is holding things up cannot begin digging until then.
· The key word in the contract is “anticipated” as far as start dates, there is not set date. Apollo will proceed when Anderson Perry tells them to.
· New user curve not approved. If it is approved it could change in a year.
· Jim Balcon is the Project Representative for Alt A&B. Robin met with him this morning and they went over the BID Project. Jim knows Apollo very well. And he will do a good job. Anderson-Perry is very disappointed. Amy is now the General Manager at Apollo. Robin said Anderson Perry will do everything they can to make sure Apollo does they’re job.
· Change Orders- Apollo to buy off rock excavation from BID on Alt A&B. Robin explained that this is very good as it will take all the liability off BID.
· Acquisition Task Orders: Easements for Ed Hibbard. Staking Phase 1A. Phase II SEPA. Phase II JARPA. 
· Sunrise Acres- concerns about the adjustment on the dole valve. It is adjustable down only if it’s at its maximum.
· Robin discussed air releases. He suggested an air vac at a cost of Approx. $500.00 each. Or the possibility of air vents at a cost of approx. $35.00. These are currently not on the bid. Chairman Gay suggested going by pipe size to determine the use of an air vac or air vent. Robin recommends air vac’s ¼ mile. The likely hood of any issue is very small. Chairman Gay asked if water users have been educated on hook ups. Recommendations should be made to water users on this.
· Director Glodo moved to sign Apollo’s Lump Sum Agreement Director Buoy second.
· Shelly is Anderson Perry’s Environmental contact. She is getting quote from Columbia should have it tomorrow. The Bureau of Reclamation is the lead agent in Environmental issues.
· Submitting bids- Phase II A will be bid alone. Phase II B&C will be bid together.
· Verizon- On trenching, they want 1100 feet and 36 in deep to bury cable. It was decided the District will do the trenching. Robin wants to meet with Ed Mitchell and Verizon on July 12th due to the harvest congestion at this time.
· Robin and Ed will get peak flows tomorrow; it will have to be done manually.
· The Title Company is going to get the Title Policy for land owner Reilly. Robin stated it should be done for all 3 land owners Reilly, Kiser and Holcroft since it has to do with the Railroad bed.
· Phase II test pits are done.

 6.  Tom Kiley- He expressed his concerns over the “sticker shock” of the budget. He was told financial statements are available to the public. The Irrigation District had the base design 10 years ago- a change of the design is what has changed the budget. Like the Pump Station going to Variable Drives and Medium Voltage. The possibility of adding Legion Heights. Also wanted to know the issues with the easements he heard discussed earlier in the meeting. It was explained that they were mostly lack of information. Chairman Gay explained the hook up fee. 

 7.  F.D. and Sandra Day- Concerned about irrigation fees continuing to escalate with the project. Will this year be the biggest hit? They feel as though they have been lied to, compared to what they heard at the big meeting last year. Day’s are concerned about losing their property because they can’t pay the water bill.  Mr. Kiley and Day’s would like a lot more communication. 

  8. Director Glodo tried to assure them that things will be ok and that the Board should discuss possibly splitting water assessment payments to twice a year in hopes that it would help the financial burden some water users are feeling. And maybe put a small article in the Benton City Bulletin for people that do not have internet as a way to communicate better with the water users. 

  9. Director Glodo and Ed Hibbard are to follow up with Atterberrys.

 10. Discussion on Benton Irrigation District should set a standard policy for land owners wanting to switch from gravel to hydro seeding or visa versa during restoration. Benton Irrigation should be somewhat flexible working with the land owners. Possibly have a policy where the land owner would bring their wishes before the Board.

11. Director Glodo made the motion to adjourn the meeting, Director Buoy second. Meeting adjourned at 6:45 PM.




           Shawn Gay, Chairman        ___________________________

	Robert Buoy, Director         ____________________________

	Melissa Glodo, Director       ____________________________
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