                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     BENTON IRRIGATION DISTRICT

Office of the Board of Director’s

P.O. Box 626

Benton City, WA 99320

Phone:  509-588-4396 
PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES

February 22, 2010
The Benton Irrigation District’s (BID), Board of Directors (Board) Monday am meeting was held at the District Office on Highland road in Benton City, WA beginning at 8:00 am.
In Attendance:  Chairman Shawn Gay, Director Robert Buoy,  Foreman Ed Mitchell, Administrative Assistant Evelyn Creighton,  O.A. Halvorson, Horace Dodson, David Toller, John Haabenson, John Leonard, Danny Stubbel, Chuck Macrae, Jim Skinner, Ed Cooper, Melissa Glodo, Kim Pietrok - CPA, Jeff Smyth, Matt Steiner- Sapere.  
AGENDA
Minutes of February 9, 2010 approved by Director Buoy, second by Chairman Gay. 
NEW BUSINESS
1.  Operation/Maintenance Voucher’s – 0010-0011 $7,083.22
      Pressurized System Check


SF270-11


1571
Verizon
$10,225.68

      Motion for approval by Director Buoy, second by Chairman Gay.
2.  Administrative Assistant Report

· Horace Dodson came in 02/16/10 requesting minutes of public meeting held 02/21/08.  Was told to my knowledge there is no minutes and was told to attend a board meeting.  The board confirmed no minutes were taken at meeting.  Minutes will be taken in the future.
· Received call from Caroline Patnode stating 3 parcels were consolidated at the County  early 80’s and spoke to BID board at that time and was told they would still be billed for 3 lots.  She also asked we consolidate for 2011 billing and asked if we could do anything for them for 2010.  They have a business in town and would never use water and asked about opting out of District.  Board stated we need written request for 2011 Board of Equalization but there is nothing we can do for 2010.  We are considering allowing persons to opt out.
3.   Maintenance Report
· Installation of DSL phone line at control building at pump site. 
· Board needs to address turnouts for patrons with multiple lots with 1 parcel number.

· It has been reported that Apollo has fuel trucks at storage site.  Ed and Bob reported they have seen a water truck at site but no fuel trucks.  Apollo does have a copy of the contract stating that no refueling can be done at storage site.
· Requested director’s decision regarding replacing office computer, was told to order.

· Service and repair completed on back hoe.

· Have not written letter to Oasis but will do so this week.

· Kathy will return to work today, burning will begin Monday.

4.  Corral Creek crossing – See Sapere Minutes
5.  Charles Macrae has been requested to have an easement on his property to service adjacent land.  Mr Macrae feels easement should be on adjacent property instead of his.  Anderson Perry and one board member to meet with Mr Macrae to show him exact location and reason for proposed easement.  Asked if present easements will be abandoned by District, was told if there was no further need for easements they would be abandoned.  Asked if canal bed would be abandoned – was told the canal was not ours but owned by the Bureau of Reclamation.  The Bureau wants us to fill and pay cost, while the District feels it is a Bureau expense.  Shawn will speak to attorney.

6.  David Toller has property on corner of Della and 13th but does not receive irrigation although property across street does.  Mr Toller was told he would receive irrigation water when pressurized system is installed.  Presently we deliver to the blade and at this time it would be his expense.
7.  Board vacancy.  Horace Dodson questioned our need for a board member and was told prior board member had not completed director;s application.  County has opening posted on their website, it is on our web site, notice has been posted in Tri City Herald, Benton City Bulletin and Benton City Hall, interested persons must apply by March 8th.  The County commissioners will interview applicants and make decision.  See attached notice from County.  There will be an election for both this position as well as one other position this fall.

8.  Gate 8 and Siphon repair status.  Siphon located on west side of canyon is a 54 inch concrete pipe and is seriously undercut.  Anderson Perry engineers has drawn up specs and put out for bid, we should know something next week.  It is critical that repairs be made right as a break would cause much damage and canal down time.
9.  John Haakenson – Port of Benton – Spoke of other districts that have pressurized their systems.  Stated the Port owns parcels in our District that no longer need water.

10.  Ed Cooper - Stated he gets water from Gene Gifford farms who is in the process of subdividing property and will let other property that has a pond owned by Gifford that Cooper gets water from go back to bank in June if it doesn’t sell.  This property is located in phase 2.  Gifford is willing to give Cooper an easement.  Mr Cooper was advised to get a written agreement with Mr Gifford that would cover delivery from Gifford pond..  Mr Cooper was advised he would be responsible to pipe to weir.
11.  John Leonard.  Owns property  in Roza Irrigation District who will not service his property with water and asked if Benton Irrigation would.  Mr Leonard was told we cannot service property that is not in our district. 
12.  Sapere 

· SF270-12 which is amended SF270-10 presented at February 9th meeting less SF270-11 $10,225.68 check to Verizon which needed paid ASAP.  SF270-12 total $1,649,343.79 approved for payment.


Sapere


$    43,100.35


BREA


      42,528.64


Anderson Perry
    187,070.49

Emery & Sons

 1,192.040.91


Apollo


    180,353.53

BID


        4,249.87



TOTAL
$1,649.343.79

· Question presented to Director Buoy if we could legally sue SCM for flawed feasibility study and bad design in original study, or hold company who purchased them liable.  Question needs to be referred to attorney.   Poor quality work caused site change and conveyance cost to increase.  Since we received a bad design from SCM some changes we made are installation of 6 variable speed pumps plus filtering system, which will improve our O&M expenses for next 20-30 years, have less problems and cheaper electrical expenses.  PRV valves will be installed at all deliveries because of the high pressure at the delivery.  Some users will not be familiar with PRV valves and will need instructions.

· Construction Meetings – We have not received copies of meeting minutes from Sapere.

· Have not received an extended warranty or letter from Emery & Sons regarding fish screen that was dropped.  Emery & Sons made agreement for extended warranty.
· Have not received Seitz appraisal.  Shawn to contact Cowan.

· Washington State Archeological received report of shell found and reported Yakama Nation observer.  Reclamation, SHPPO and Yakama’s are at odds as to who should be in charge.  If anything is found in the future, Reclamation wants both Reclamation and archeologist be contacted and work stopped until Reclamation gives their approval.

· Phase 1 construction.  Relay to Robin we want above ground turn outs to be  2 ½ feet tall and 45 degree not 90 degree angle and lockable brass gate valves above ground.  Ed to meet with Robin.  Ferguson has not been good at supplying Apollo with supplies.  Robin wants to supply not install valves since customers desires vary.  (The District does not want cinder block stands as they will not last and will sink but want cement stands.)
· If Apollo is held up by water users they will submit change orders.  Apollo will be told to stub off and let users complete hook up.

· It was noted that once a user turn out  location has been seleced with A/P changes cannot be made.

· BREA incident report.  Back hoe driver told A/P he did hit line.  No one was hurt and BREA not claiming damage.  Apollo now has a safety officer on site.

· Stormwater Permit.  BPA wants dirt on visquine or removed.  A plan for storage site is needed or a revised permit.  Either way there may be a change order although Ed feels if done properly there may not be.  BID will contact Robin for an estimated cost and his opinion whether we should supply storage site or have contractor find site. 
· Corral Creek crossing.  Permitting requirements discussed.  Scheduled to cross in July but Sapere has not obtained necessary permits.  Robin has stated there are 2 additional wet lands one on Thomas Rd and one at the spillway.

· Easements with Seitz and Markel not received from A/P.

· Phase II Design and Permitting – area divided into rural & urban areas with 14 groups.  Roy & Ed talking to water users regarding alignment and work on easements-work to be completed by end of March, begin permits with archeologist.
· Phase II contract to be put out in Sept or Oct.  Work to begin in winter of 2010-2011 with 3 segments.  Map for phase II should have as builts GIS files.
· Legion Heights – Area in our district that does not receive water was not included in base line or in feasibility study but was included in Sapere’s payment projections.  Baseline developed in 2008 was inflated, Feb 17, 2009 payment estimate included Legion Heights. 

· BPA right of way fee is $250.00

· Contract with Columbia Historical signed by Sapere for balance of phase I is completed.  BID signed contract with Columbia Historical to complete remainder of Phase I.  In the future all contracts must be between the vendor and BID

· Phase II will be most costly phase.

· Approval of A/P 2010 Task Order.

13.  Kim Pietrok  Kim has spoke with 3 auditing firms.  Oswalt will not take on more public entities.  Lamaster and Dainiels as well as Christianson King have submitted proposals.  Lamaster verbal proposal was $10,000 Christianson King $6,950.  Both firms are experienced and will work with Kim, who will have added expenses.  Dan Orr with Banner Bank has extended our audit due date to April 30.  Kim will check audit requirements with the State. 
14.  The Board has a scheduled meeting with Duane Davidson, Benton County Treasurer, Friday, February 26 and has asked Kim to attend meeting.  From previous meeting with Duane the decision was made to close 2 unused accounts with Banner Bank.  In the future the Board will sign all SF270’s and funds will be wired from Banner Bank to Key Bank where all pressurized system payments will be made by the County.   

OLD BUSINESS
Meeting adjourned at 12.15.

Shawn Gay, Chairman              ___________________________


Robert W Buoy, Director         ____________________________


Evelyn Creighton, Admin Asst_____________________________
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